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for there are better and worse answers of questions of
whatever difficulty. Variety and extent of recognition
vocabulary can be supplementarily tested by very short
- passages or even single sentences calling for synonyms
from within the use vocabulary of the candidate. Given,
then, three passages of graded difficulty, the question
arises of the best devices for testing the candidate's
•comprehension of them.
The simplest is translation into a vernacular, as has
been explained in Chapter IX. But for reasons given in
that chapter, it is perhaps wiser to avoid this method.
A number of alternative devices are given below.
Writing Correctly
The power to write correct English has two consti-
tuents :—
 (1)	Command of a working vocabulary.
 (2)	Power to compose or put together one's thoughts.
The second is a faculty which is not peculiar to the
tise of English and is not tested only by an examination
on English. It should be first acquired in school in and
through a vernacular, and it exhibits itself in all work
in whatever subject where written answers of any length
are called for. Hence a special additional test of it in
the examination in English should have a subordinate
place, for it is already being tested in other work, and
affects the marking of the candidates in every case. The
practice of calling for a long essay in English may be
discontinued. This does not apply, however, to the can-
didate's command of a working vocabulary, for iri
subjects other than English where the English medium is
used in answering, the vocabularies are those limited to
the subject in question, and a great part of the vocabulary
-of daily use escapes examination. The best and simplest
test of command of a working vocabulary is translation
into English from a familiar vernacular, of short passages
varying in topic and degree of difficulty. If, however,
ipnslation be avoided for reasons already given in
Chapter IX, a number of other expedients are open to the
•examiner. Some of these will be found on the list given
lielow.

